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' Bas ic Elements of t he Situation . £.6.12356,Scsc-3.4 

r ' flTj qi-Wfra- 

1. Thanh has made four points to Bunker- ^ _ NARA, DateSdS. 

leadsirs * vj 

a . Thieu must consult Assembly/, or even the whole Assembly. 

b. Certain remarks, by Ha rriman, appear to be in co 

! with assurances we have given on the NLF status in .-the 

. » 

talks. ' (This is not serious.) 

c; They need to work out all procedural problems with us 
before they can agree specifically to talks (Bunker had knock 

wasted this down hard earlier, and Thieu had accepted it. 

“ » • 

] * 

It is minor. ) 

d. They need more than the second to get their delegation 

1 

to Paris. 

2. on analysis, the last three of these seem trivial, 

alt^Dugh they should be knodcked down hard m any message we 

send Thieu. The first is a serious problem, whicjth they had 

never before mentioned and which the assembly itself had not bee 

asserting. However, it has some warrant in the Viennese 

Constitution, and we will need a careful argument for Bunker 

% 

to mkafix make. 

Key Conclusions 

1. With at least ten South Vietnamese now told, leaks 
will surely start by tonight, our time. By tomorrow morning, 
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of dissension. 
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2. : The North Vietnamese in Paris are apparently willing 
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to consider a change in the timing, within the day of the 30th. 

■ ■ ' • i •• 

.• * *, * • 

3. These two factors point to a maximum postponement of the 
cessation time to about 0900 tomorrow our time (2200 on the 30th', 
Saigon time). The announcement could be made still at-the 
time of stopping, or might be shoved up an hour or two at both 


ends as speculation mounts. 


Checklist of Key Actions 

9 

1. Immediate Word to Hanoi 

Since we cannot expect to reach Thieu usefully between 

♦ 

now and midnight Paris time --the time that the North Vietnamese 
have asked for some word — our message at that time (7 PM tonight 
our time) should be that .we are thinking in terms of cessation 

taking effect within the day of the 30th but can say no more 

\ * 

at this time. 

2. Message to Thieu 

We should have Bunker deliver a message from the President 








to Thieu early in the morning, Saigon time, with the following 
points: 
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truly disastrous picture of U^/^3VN differences that 


* * 


would play right into Hanoi's hands and -thar at the; vitals 

* -- '--v ■ • * "• ‘ ' ‘ ■ 

of American support for the GVN. 


; b. The only possible changes we can put to the 

I 

North Vietnamese are a 12-16 hour postponement of the cess¬ 
ation time, and a change'in the meeting time to the 4th. 
(There is the 1 option of saying "the second, on whenever 

•the GVN delegation arrives? but this gives much too much 

- 1 * * 

power of delay to Saigon.) 

c. The last three of Thieu's points are clearly 

• trivial and should have been anticipated. . .Harriman's, 
remarks are probably inaccurately reported, and in any 
case, our assurances stand. We have made it abundantly clear 




points of procedure, cannot be worked out in detail, but we 
will immediately consult with the GVN delegation when it gets 


to Paris. The GVN simply must get a pro forma delegation, 

at least, mot later than the 4th. 

d. On the question <6 the powers of the Assembly, 

to 

it must be obvious' that Thieu that a National Assembly 
debate is out of the question. (A more detailed analysis 

contains other arguments). 

e. We need Thieu's immediate agreement to cessation 


12-16 hours later, and a simultaneous joint announcement as 
agreed. Whatever he has to say about consjulting the 
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Assembly can be said in his own unilateral announcement. 
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3^ ' Presidential Word to Nixon 
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This could: 


a. Tell him the arrangement and explain the Assembly 


‘ • 


problem in Saigon. 


b. Make it emphatic that we had not played politics' 


c. We assume he has no thought of playing politics 
and that we may say, if necessary, that he has now been 
informed and that any information received on his"or 

Republican attitudes is without authority. — 

* " *. # ?• •*•*“* * 
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4.. Reply to Hanoi . . .... — 
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This would depend on Thieu's prior concurrence, but should 
be possible by early morning tomorrow, Paris time -- late in 
the morning Saigon time -- evening, our time. 


5. Notice to the TCC 

This should be done, on present lines, after we have Thieu 

0 

nailed down. 
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